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The  Story  of  the 

World  Council  of  Churches 


"We  have  dared  and  God 
has  justified  our  daring ” 


From  North  and  South 
And  East  and  West 
They  Come! 

In  a holy  exaltation. 

With  a sound  of  jublilation, 
They  cornel  They  cornel 
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THE  WORLD  SCENE 
AND  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 

Few  of  the  generations  of  men  have  seen  more  im- 
pressive days.  Days  of  endless  calamity,  disruption,  dis- 
location, confusion  worse  confounded:  if  they  be  not 
days  of  endless  hope,  too,  then  they  are  days  of  utter 
despair.  For  it  is  not  a small  hope  that  will  suffice,  the 
ruin  being  clearly,  either  in  action  or  in  prospect,  uni- 
versal. There  must  be  a new  world  if  there  is  to  be  any 
world  at  all.  These  days  of  universal  death  must  be  days 
of  universal  rebirth,  if  the  ruin  is  not  to  be  total  and 
final! 

Thomas  Carlyle  wrote  these  words  in  1850  but  they  are 
more  poignant  and  meaningful  today.  Gigantic  forces  are 
loose  in  the  world  — forces  which 

Pour  the  sweet  milk  of  concord  into  hell, 

Uproar  the  universal  peace,  confound 
All  unity  on  earth. 

Some  unity,  some  integrating  force,  must  be  found  “if  the 
ruin  is  not  to  be  total  and  final.’’  Humanity  is  bound,  in- 
extricably, in  the  bundle  of  life.  What  happens  in  the  heart 
of  China  affects  Washington  more  quickly  than  what  hap- 
pened in  Chicago  in  the  days  of  our  fathers.  The  world  has 
become  so  small  that  it  can  no  longer  exist  half-totalitarian 
and  half-democratic,  half-slave  and  half-free. 

The  problem  of  unity  is,  in  fact,  a universal  problem  — 
personal  as  well  as  national  and  international.  Persons  are 
“going  to  pieces”  because  they  know  no  integrating  power 
such  as  Jesus  expressed  when  He  said,  “I  and  the  Father  are 
one.”  Society  is  falling  apart  in  ruin  because  human  achieve- 
ment has  magnified  the  things  that  divide  and  failed  to 
make  real  the  inner  oneness  of  humanity. 

Multitudes  are  looking  to  the  Christian  Church  for  signs 
of  “an  endless  hope”  — a way  to  world  unity.  They  have 
looked  before  but  found  the  Church  divided  into  more 
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“denominations”  than  there  are  nations  and  some  of  the 
divisions  along  national  lines  as  well  as  creeds,  ways  of  wor- 
ship, and  ecclesiastical  organization.  In  1914,  when  the 
world  was  rapidly  falling  apart,  the  Church  — counting  all 
branches  claiming  Christ  as  their  Head  — numbered  over 
six  hundred  million  souls.  It  had  billions  of  dollars  in 
wealth.  Its  members  held  positions  high  in  the  councils  of 
states.  In  spite  of  its  apparent  strength  it  was  tragically  weak 
in  influence.  How  coidd  it  be  otherwise  when  there  was  no 
way  in  which  the  hopes  and  aspirations  of  its  millions  of 
adherents  could  find  a unified  expression,  no  central  body 
which  could  function  for  the  whole  Church  even  in  matters 
in  which  there  was  universal  agreement? 

DIVERSITY  vs.  DIVISION 

Now  there  are  diversities  of  gifts,  but  the  same  Spirit. 
And  there  are  differences  of  administration,  but  the 
same  Lord;  And  there  are  diversities  of  operations,  but 
it  is  the  same  God  which  worketh  all  in  all. 

I Corinthians  12:4-6. 

St.  Paul  faced  the  problem  of  church  unity  very  early  in 
his  ministry.  Indeed,  the  Book  of  the  Acts  tells  the  story  of 
the  first  “council  on  Christian  unity”  which  met  in  Jeru- 
salem and  was  presided  over  by  James,  our  Lord’s  brother. 
At  that  council  Paul  had  to  contend  with  those  who  wanted 
to  confine  Christianity  within  narrow  Jewish  limits.  They 
wanted  “uniformity”  and  would  run  Gentile  Christians  into 
the  Jewish  mold.  Now  Paul  recognized  the  fact  of  diversities 
but  he  held  that  it  was  a glory  of  this  new  way  of  life  that  it 
could  have  varied  expression  with  a unity  of  spirit.  He 
sought  for  unity  but  not  for  uniformity. 

Alas,  St.  Paul’s  way  to  unity  was  not  followed  by  the 
Church  for  long.  When  it  began  to  possess  material  wealth 
and  power  it  naturally  attracted  ambitious  seekers  for  power, 
those  who  adopted  the  Christian  faith  for  what  they  could 
get  out  of  it  for  themselves.  When  they  did  get  power  they 
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tried  to  keep  it  by  the  suppression  of  liberty.  They  were 
against  diversities  in  the  liberty  of  the  Spirit  and  sought  for 
a uniformity  which  would  be  enforced  upon  everybody.  The 
story  of  the  tragic  rending  of  the  Church  into  hundreds  of 
sects  finds  its  beginning  in  the  fatal  mistake  of  thinking  that 
to  have  unity  one  must  stifle  liberty,  legislate  in  particular, 
and  force  into  one  pattern  all  adherents  to  the  Gospel. 

Following  the  great  division  of  the  Church  into  East  and 
West,  in  1054,  when  the  Bishop  of  Constantinople  and  the 
Pope  in  Rome  were  excommunicating  one  another,  there 
was  a flood  of  divisions  which  tore  the  church  asunder.  A 
hundred  heresies  sprang  up  which  the  Church  attempted  to 
stamp  out  by  force.  The  Protestant  Reformation  was  an 
inevitable  reaction  against  the  growth  of  central  power  and 
the  denial  of  liberty.  In  a church  which  had  been  so  long 
subjected  to  an  enforced  uniformity  it  was  but  natural  that 
when  the  dam  broke  there  issued  forth  not  one  great  river 
but  innumerable  streams.  For  three  centuries  there  was  a 
multiplication  of  denominations  and  sects,  many  of  which 
have  persisted  to  this  day. 

THE  TURN  OF  THE  TIDE 

By  the  nineteenth  century  the  process  of  division  was 
completed,  in  the  main,  and  a new  spirit  emerged.  Branches 
of  the  Church,  facing  the  tasks  of  evangelization  and  the 
training  of  youth,  began  to  cooperate.  The  American  Bible 
Society  was  founded  in  1816  although  it  was  not  then  pos- 
sible to  have  prayer  offered  at  the  board  meetings!  The 
American  Sunday  School  Union  came  soon  after.  Individual 
Christians  joined  an  organization  dedicated  to  the  task  of 
promoting  unity  and  called  the  “Evangelical  Alliance” 
which  met  in  London  in  1846.  It  started  the  observance  of 
a world  season  of  prayer  which  has  been  maintained  to  this 
day.  A few  years  before  there  was  an  “American  Association 
for  the  Promotion  of  Christian  Union  on  Apostolic  Prin- 
ciples.” 

The  nineteenth  century  was  marked,  in  Christian  history, 
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by  the  growth  of  missions.  In  the  work  of  evangelization  the 
fatal  weaknesses  in  divisions  became  increasingly  apparent. 
Indeed,  the  modern  story  of  the  quest  for  Christian  unity 
finds  its  origin  in  the  missionary  task.  We  may  date  its  rise 
in  the  great  missionary  conference  which  was  held  in  Edin- 
burgh in  1910.  To  it  came  representatives  from  most  of  the 
mission  fields  of  the  world.  As  they  faced  the  common  prob- 
lems of  world-wide  evangelization  there  were  heart-search- 
ings out  of  which  came  three  movements  toward  Christian 
unity.  One  resulted  in  the  coming  together  of  most  of  the 
great  missionary  societies  of  the  Protestant  world  in  the 
“International  Missionary  Council.”  This  Council  met  in 
Jerusalem  in  1928  and  was  marked  by  the  attendance  of  rep- 
resentatives of  the  “younger”  churches,  those  established  on 
the  mission  fields.  The  last  gathering,  near  Madras,  India, 
in  1938,  is  fresh  in  our  memory.  There  the  younger  churches 
had  equal  place  with  the  older  or  parent  churches.  One  of 
the  thrilling  stories  of  these  tragic  years  is  the  way  in  which 
this  ecumenical  (J)  body  has  met  the  problem  of  missions 
“orphaned”  by  the  war  and  of  the  way  in  which  it  has  kept 
unbroken  the  fellowship  between  Christians  in  remote  cor- 
ners of  the  world.  That,  however,  is  a story  in  itself.  We 
must  hasten  to  look  at  the  two  other  movements  which  arose 
out  of  the  missionary  conference  of  1910.  These  two  move- 
ments are  distinguished  by  the  fact  that  they  are  composed 
not  simply  of  Christian  people  or  organizations  within  the 
Churches  — such  as  missionary  societies,  Sunday  Schools  or 
young  peoples  societies  — but  of  the  Churches  themselves, 
acting  through  officially  appointed  representatives. 

FAITH  AND  ORDER  - LAUSANNE  - BRENT 

Beholding  your  order  and  the  steadfastness  of  your 

faith  in  Christ.  Colossians  2:5. 

Great  movements  usually  have  their  beginning  in  the  vis- 
ion and  faith  of  a God-directed  soul.  So  it  was  with  both  of 


(i)  The  word  ecumenical  is  discussed  on  page  18. 

4 


the  two  movements  toward  unity  of  the  Churches  themselves. 
Charles  Brent,  sainted  missionary  Bishop  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  had  a prophetic  vision  while  at  the  Missionary 
Conference  in  Edinburgh.  It  led  him  to  ask  why  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  bring  together  representatives  of  the 
Churches  to  consider  the  faith  they  held  in  common,  to  face 
frankly  and  try  to  understand  their  differences,  and  to  ex- 
plore the  ways  in  which  they  might  come  closer  together. 
After  seventeen  years  of  labor,  in  which  Bishop  Brent’s  own 
Church  had  a great  share,  a conference  was  held  at  Lau- 
sanne, Switzerland,  in  August  1927.  For  the  first  time  since 
the  Church  was  divided  into  East  and  West  all  of  its 
branches,  except  the  Roman  Communion,  which  “confess 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and  Saviour”  met  “for  the 
consideration  of  questions  touching  Faith  and  Order.” 

In  the  opening  sermon,  preached  by  Bishop  Brent,  were 
these  significant  words:  “In  our  hearts  most  of  us  are  de- 
votees of  the  cult  of  the  incomplete— sectarianism.  The 
Christ  in  one  Church  often  categorically  denies  the  Christ 
in  a neighboring  Church.  It  would  be  ludicrous  were  it  not 

tragic When  Christians  accept  Christ  as  supreme,  they 

cannot  but  walk  as  companions  and  friends.  . . . Christ’s 
agile  feet  journey  to  the  human  heart  along  many  and 
diverse  paths.  . . . Let  us  keep  the  purpose  of  unity  firm  in 
our  hearts  and  look  upon  all  Christians  as  brothers  beloved. 
It  is  thus  by  practising  unity  we  shall  gain  unity.” 

It  was  in  that  spirit  that  the  delegates  counseled  together 
concerning  the  things  most  surely  believed  among  them. 
They  did  not  expect  that,  after  going  diverse  ways  for  cen- 
turies, there  could  be  complete  agreement.  Nor  were  they 
seeking  a unity  through  uniformity.  They  did  find  that  the 
things  which  held  them  apart  were  progressively  less  im- 
portant and  the  things  which  they  had  in  common  were  even 
greater  than  they  had  dared  to  believe.  To  carry  on  what 
had  been  begun  at  Lausanne,  a Continuation  Committee  of 
both  clerical  and  lay  members,  representing  all  branches  of 
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the  Church,  was  appointed.  The  movement  had  taken  per- 
manent form. 

FAITH  AND  ORDER  - EDINBURGH 

Overlooking  the  city  of  Edinburgh  stands  the  ancient 
Cathedral  of  St.  Giles,  now  the  High  Kirk  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland.  There,  in  the  same  place  where  twenty-seven  years 
earlier  Bishop  Brent  had  caught  the  vision  which  brought 
the  movement  into  being,  the  Second  World  Conference  on 
Faith  and  Order  assembled  in  August  of  1937.  414  official 
delegates  and  alternates  from  122  Churches  of  many  com- 
munions in  43  countries  were  present.  Orthodox,  Catholics 
(except  those  of  the  Roman  communion),  Protestants  known 
by  many  names  and  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  had 
come  from  every  continent  and  the  islands  of  the  sea  — 
speaking  many  tongues  and  bearing  such  titles  as  Arch- 
bishop, Catholicos,  Archimandrite,  Exarch,  moderator,  pfar- 
rer,  priest,  minister,  pasteur,  professor,  as  well  as  laymen 
and  laywomen.  The  Lausanne  Message  was  read  and,  as  the 
group  followed  the  familiar  words,  even  those  who  had  not 
been  at  the  first  Conference  felt  that  they  were  not  only 
continuing  from  Lausanne  but  were  already  far  along  the 
road  to  unity  because  of  the  careful  preparation  of  mind  and 
spirit  over  a period  of  ten  years. 

In  the  delegates  thoughts  were  such  questions  as:  What 
Faith  do  we  hold  in  common?  Why  do  we  understand  and 
use  the  Sacraments  so  differently?  What  really  is  the 
Church?  What  are  the  chief  obstacles  to  a united  Church? 
What  do  we  mean  by  the  “Grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,” 
as  so  often  spoken  in  our  prayers?  Are  our  differing  concep- 
tions a reason  for  continuing  different  Churches  today? 

Through  common  worship,  conference,  and  personal  con- 
tacts the  group  aimed  not  only  at  increased  friendship 
among  the  Churches,  or  increased  co-operation  in  the  tasks 
immediately  confronting  the  Church,  but  at  the  goal  of  a 
united  Christendom  in  which  the  treasures  held  by  each  in 
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their  separation  may  find  full  expression  in  unity.  Here  again 
the  search  was  for  freedom  and  variety,  rather  than  for  uni- 
formity — for  “unity  in  diversity.”  The  results  of  the  delib- 
erations of  the  Conference,  published  in  a volume  of  over 
BOO  pages,  cannot  even  be  summarized  here  but  the  State- 
ment, issued  to  the  Churches  of  the  world,  is  so  compelling 
and  meaningful  that  we  print  it  (see  page  25)  as  reflecting 
the  heart  and  mind  of  the  Conference. 


LIFE  AND  WORK  - STOCKHOLM  - SODERBLOM 

A Tot  everyone  that  saith  unto  Me,  Lord,  Lord,  shall 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  he  that  doeth 
the  will  of  My  Father.  St.  Matthew  7:21. 

What  Bishop  Brent  was  to  the  Faith  and  Order  move- 
ment, Nathan  Soderblom,  Archbishop  of  Upsala  and  Pri- 
mate of  Sweden,  was  to  a third  movement  which  had  its 
roots  in  the  famous  Missionary  Conference  of  1910.  This 
movement  grew  out  of  the  conviction  that  not  even  the  great 
differences  in  faith  and  practice  should  any  longer  prevent 
the  Churches  working  together  to  find  a Christian  solution 
to  the  pressing  problems  — social,  economic  and  political  — 
which  plague  humanity.  The  problems  were  great  enough 
in  1910.  They  were  intensified  many  fold  by  the  holocaust 
of  World  War  I.  The  Christian  conscience,  stirred  as  never 
before,  was  profoundly  uneasy  over  the  fact  that  there  was 
no  organized  channel  through  which  the  churches  could 
speak  or  act  in  the  face  of  such  a catastrophe.  For  more  than 
six  years,  Archbishop  Soderblom  and  a group  of  leaders, 
which  included  three  American  churchmen,  Drs.  Frederick 
Lynch,  Henry  Atkinson  and  Charles  Macfarland,  worked  in 
preparation  for  what  was  to  be  an  epoch-making  conference 
of  Christians. 

Storkyrkan,  the  Cathedral  of  Stockholm,  was  the  scene  of 
a solemn  procession  on  a morning  of  August  in  1925.  It 
seemed  as  though  the  centuries  marched  together  — ancient 
with  modern;  the  heirs  of  Athanasius  with  the  children  of 
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Luther  and  Calvin;  magnificence  with  simplicity;  the  pomp 
of  ritual  with  the  austerity  of  the  Puritan;  black  robes  with 
scarlet;  golden  crowns  with  bared  heads.  Many  of  the  throng 
who  filled  the  Cathedral  could  not  sing  as  the  procession 
marched  to  the  Altar  of  God,  nor  were  they  ashamed  of 
their  tears  as  before  them  in  swift  pageant  was  unrolled  the 
tragic  yet  glorious  history  of  the  Christian  Church. 

A thousand  delegates  were  at  Stockholm,  from  thirty-seven 
countries,  to  “concentrate  the  mind  of  Christendom  on  the 
mind  of  Christ  as  revealed  in  the  Gospels  toward  those  great 
social,  industrial  and  international  questions  which  are  so 
acutely  urgent  in  our  civilization.  Believing  that  only  in 
Christ’s  way  of  life  can  the  world  find  healing  and  rest,  we 
desire  to  discover  how  best  His  message  may  be  applied  to 
those  problems  with  which  every  nation  has  been  con- 
fronted. We  believe  that  the  message  and  teaching  of  Jesus 
Christ  afford  the  only  solution.  To  set  ourselves  to  discover 
His  will,  and  under  the  guidance  of  His  Spirit  to  find  ways 
of  applying  His  teaching,  wotdd  seem  to  be  the  paramount 
task  of  the  Church.” 

A new  Chapter  in  Church  history  was  written  at  Stock- 
holm. A permanent  organization  was  established  to  continue 
what  was  there  begun,  the  Universal  Christian  Council  for 
Life  and  Work,  with  headquarters  at  Geneva.  For  the  first 
time  in  centuries  a large  portion  of  the  Christian  Church 
around  the  world  had  an  official  agency  for  doing  together 
what  could  not  possibly  be  done  in  separation. 


LIFE  AND  WORK  - OXFORD 

The  problems  posed  by  the  first  World  War  did  not  lessen 
as  that  tragic  event  receded  in  time.  By  the  opening  of  the 
third  decade  in  this  century  the  Church  was  confronted 
with  the  problem  of  religious  freedom  in  the  face  of  the 
growing  totalitarian  state.  It  was  with  good  reason  that  the 
Universal  Christian  Council  for  Life  and  Work  called  a 
conference  on  “Church,  Community  and  State”  to  meet  at 
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Oxford,  England,  in  July,  1937.  Delegates  from  forty-five 
nations,  representing  one  hundred  and  nineteen  Churches, 
met  under  the  shadow  of  a pagan  secularism  that  was  ex- 
pressing itself  in  exaggerated  nationalism,  imperialism, 
fascism  and  atheistic  communism.  Major  emphases  in  the 
deliberations  of  the  Conference  were  the  disintegration  of 
modern  society,  the  collapse  of  standards,  the  disappearance 
of  time-honored  sanctions,  and  the  waning  of  spiritual  au- 
tnority  on  the  part  of  the  Church  itself.  There  was  an 
atmosphere  of  crisis  and  a corresponding  urgency  toward 
redemptive  action  which  was  felt  from  beginning  to  end. 
Through  a program  of  addresses  and  group  discussion,  and 
above  all  through  the  simple  services  of  prayers,  medita- 
tions and  hymns,  which  opened  and  closed  the  day’s  sessions, 
prejudices  melted,  understanding  grew,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  Conference  definite  pronouncements  were  made  which 
became  a veritable  Charter  of  the  life  and  work  of  the 
Churches  in  this  generation. 

That  it  is  the  Christian’s  duty  to  test  every  political  and 
economic  system  in  the  light  of  his  understanding  of  God’s 
will;  that  the  Church  must  set  standards  for  society  instead 
of  permitting  society  to  dictate  standards  to  it;  that  the 
Church  should  have  freedom  to  seek  and  teach  the  truth; 
that  the  State  is  not  supreme  but  that  all  Christians  owe 
their  ultimate  loyalty  to  God;  that  “war  is  a particular 
demonstration  of  the  power  of  sin  in  the  world  and  a de- 
fiance of  the  righteousness  of  God  as  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  Him  crucified’’  — these  are  a few  of  the  high-lights  of 
the  message  from  Oxford  which  closes  with  these  words: 

“We  have  tried  to  look  without  illusion  at  the  chaos  and 
disintegration  of  the  world,  the  injustices  of  the  social  order 
and  the  menace  and  horror  of  war.  The  world  is  anxious 
and  bewildered  and  full  of  pain  and  fear.  We  are  troubled 
yet  we  do  not  despair.  Our  hope  is  anchored  in  the  living 
God.  In  Christ,  and  in  the  union  of  man  with  God  and  man 
with  man,  which  He  creates,  life  even  in  face  of  all  these 
evils  has  a meaning.  In  His  Name  we  set  our  hands,  as  the 
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servants  of  God  and  in  Him  of  one  another,  to  the  task  of 
proclaiming  God’s  message  of  redemption,  of  living  as  His 
children,  and  of  combating  injustice,  cruelty  and  hate.  The 
Church  can  be  of  good  cheer;  it  hears  its  Lord  saying,  7 
have  overcome  the  world’.” 

A WORLD  COUNCIL  EMERGES  - UTRECHT 

This  is  the  Lord’s  doing.  It  is  marvelous  in  our  eyes. 

Psalm  118:23. 

It  was  not  without  design  that  the  two  movements  toward 
Christian  unity  — “Life  and  Work”  and  “Faith  and  Order” 
— met  in  the  same  country  during  the  same  summer.  Chris- 
tian leaders  who  were  active  in  both  movements  had  felt 
deeply  the  way  in  which  they  were  dependent  upon  each 
other.  The  question  naturally  arose:  “Why  not  unite  the 
movements  toward  unity?!”  As  an  answer  there  was  put  be- 
fore both  conferences,  Oxford  and  Edinburgh,  the  proposal 
that  the  two  be  merged  in  the  formation  of  a World  Council 
of  Churches  which  should  carry  forward  the  functions  of 
both  movements  and,  in  addition,  be  the  continuing,  per- 
manent organization  of  the  Churches  themselves  with  re- 
sponsibility for  the  whole  ecumenical  task. 

Even  the  most  optimistic  advocate  of  this  forward  step 
could  hardly  have  foreseen  the  unanimity  with  which  the 
proposal  would  be  received.  It  was  adopted  by  both  Con- 
ferences with  only  three  dissenting  votes,  two  at  Oxford  and 
one  at  Edinburgh.  (Indeed,  one  delegate  who  voted  in  the 
negative  at  Oxford  reversed  his  decision  when  voting  at 
Edinburgh!)  Each  conference  appointed  seven  representa- 
tives, with  alternates,  on  the  “Committee  of  Fourteen” 
which  was  charged  with  the  formation  of  a plan  for  the 
new  organization  and  its  submission  to  the  Churches.  When 
this  committee  met  it  was  decided  that  such  a far-reaching 
and  important  step  ought  not  to  be  taken  by  so  small  a 
group  of  leaders.  It  therefore  arranged  for  the  holding  of  a 
conference  of  delegates,  duly  chosen  by  the  Churches  which 
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had  been  represented  at  Oxford  and  Edinburgh,  to  meet  in 
Utrecht,  Holland,  in  May  1938. 

MAKING  CHURCH  HISTORY 

It  seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Spirit  and  to  us. 

Acts  15:28. 

Was  it  a mere  coincidence  that  80  leaders  of  world 
Christianity  met  at  Utrecht  at  the  very  time  the  Council  of 
the  League  of  Nations  was  meeting  in  Geneva?  The  latter 
met  to  debate  the  fate  of  Ethiopia.  When  the  League 
washed  its  hands  of  responsibility  for  the  tragic  kingdom 
of  Haile  Selassie  it  wrote  “failure”  as  the  end  of  its  noble 
attempt  to  hold  the  world  together  through  political  and 
economic  action.  The  representatives  of  the  Churches  met 
at  Utrecht  to  see  if  they  could  plan  an  organization  which, 
through  Divine  help,  might  do  what  politicians  and  diplo- 
mats had  been  powerless  to  accomplish.  The  story  of  the 
League  meeting  was  publicized  around  the  world.  The 
meeting  at  Utrecht  went  almost  unnoticed.  Yet,  in  the 
Providence  of  God,  May  12,  1938  will  be  known  in  history 
more  for  what  was  done  at  Utrecht  than  at  Geneva.  At 
Geneva  it  was  a “counsel  of  despair.”  At  Utrecht,  a “counsel 
of  hope!” 

At  the  first  conference  on  Christian  unity  in  Jerusalem 
(Acts  15)  the  decision  which  averted  a split  in  the  ranks  of 
the  apostles  was  reached  because  the  Holy  Spirit  directed 
the  deliberations.  It  was  not  otherwise  in  1938  at  Utrecht. 
What  with  man  alone  would  have  been  impossible,  with 
God  was  possible.  In  spite  of  the  great  diversity  of  the  one 
hundred  and  thirty  branches  of  the  Christian  Church 
which  were  represented  by  the  delegates  to  Utrecht  there 
was  unanimity  of  heart  and  purpose.  Without  a dissenting 
voice  a Constitution  and  plan  of  organization  for  a World 
Council  of  Churches  was  adopted  and  a Provisional  Com- 
mittee empowered  to  bring  it  into  being.  (The  Constitu 
tion  is  printed  in  full  on  pages  27-30). 
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JUST  WHAT  IS  THE  WORLD  COUNCIL 
OF  CHURCHES?  (>) 

The  body  is  not  one  member  but  many. 

I Corinthians  12:14. 

“The  World  Council  of  Churches  is  a fellowship  of 
Churches  which  accept  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and 
Saviour.”  So  the  proposed  Constitution  defines  it.  “Theo- 
logically speaking  the  basis  is  probably  not  the  best  that 
could  be  found.  It  has,  however,  played  a considerable 
role  in  the  history  of  the  ecumenical  movement  since  its 
earliest  beginnings  and  has  the  merit  of  pointing  definitely 
toward  the  central  moments  of  our  Christian  faith.  It 
reminds  us  therefore  of  the  fact  that  our  unity  is  not  found 
in  ourselves  but  in  our  common  relatedness  to  a common 
Lord.”  (2) 

In  the  World  Council  of  Churches  the  ecumenical  move- 
ment becomes  definitely  a movement  of  the  churches.  While 
the  delegates  to  the  great  ecumenical  conferences  were 
chosen  by  the  churches,  the  Council  will  be  the  first  con- 
stituted and  permanent  body  in  which  the  churches  are 
officially  represented.  In  it  the  churches  which  accept  mem- 
bership will  have  a continuing  organ  of  ecumenical  rela- 
tions and  through  it  they  will  accept  direct  responsibility 
for  the  ecumenical  task. 

It  must  be  made  clear,  however,  that  the  Council  is  not  a 
super-church.  It  will  have  no  constitutional  power  of  any 
kind  over  the  participating  churches.  It  is  a consultative 
body  and  will  not  legislate  for  the  churches.  It  will  have 
duties  but  no  rights.  It  is  an  instrument  for  the  use  of  the 
churches  but  to  what  extent  it  will  be  used  remains  a 


(1)  The  official  statement  of  functions  and  authority  will  be  found  in 

the  Constitution,  section  III  and  IV,  page  27. 

(2)  This  chapter  is  based  upon,  and  the  direct  quotations  are  from,  an 
article  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Visser ’t  Hooft  in  the  Winter  issue  of  Christen- 
dom, 1939. 
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matter  for  each  and  all  of  the  participating  churches  to 
decide. 

“The  World  Council  is  really  the  necessary  expression  of 
a situation  in  which  the  churches  must  say  to  each  other: 
‘We  cannot  unite,  because  there  are  deep  and  serious  diver- 
gences between  us  in  matters  of  faith,  but  neither  can  we 
continue  to  live  in  complete  separation  from  each  other, 
because  we  recognize  one  common  Lord  and  we  desire  to 
seek  together  the  Una  Sancta  (the  one  Holy  Church  which 
is  the  Body  of  Christ).  We  are  not  yet  ready  to  enter  into 
full  communion  wdth  each  other  and  to  act  as  one  un- 
divided body,  but  we  are  now  ready  to  give  up  all  policies 
of  isolation  to  enter  into  a truly  Christian  conversation 
with  each  other  and  to  act  together  whenever  we  can  find 
common  ground  for  doing  so.’ 

“The  tasks  which  the  Council  will  have  to  undertake  may 
be  briefly  summarized  in  the  following  four  points: 

Study  will  be  one  of  the  central  tasks  for  a great  deal 
of  hard  work  must  be  done  before  the  churches  know  each 
other,  each  other’s  history  and  each  other’s  present  faith, 
sufficiently  well  to  be  able  to  have  fellowship  with  each 
other.  And  a great  deal  of  hard  thinking  will  have  to  be 
done  before  we  see  clearly  just  what  the  present  world 
situation  implies  for  the  Church. 

More  necessary  even  than  study  is  what  might  be  called 
ecumenical  conversation,  that  is  to  say  a true  spiritual 
traffic  between  the  churches  in  which  they  examine  each 
other,  but  above  all  re-examine  themselves.  As  we  criticize 
each  other,  not  in  our  own  name  but  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  and  especially  if  we  criticize  ourselves  in  the  light  of 
what  God  has  revealed  to  His  whole  Church,  we  fulfil  the 
real  task  of  the  ecumenical  movement. 

A third  task  of  the  Council  will  be  to  manifest  such  unity 
as  is  found  to  be  real  among  the  churches.  It  will  do  this 
through  its  very  existence.  But  it  may  be  that  sometimes  it 
w'ill  be  granted  to  it  to  say  specifically  what  ‘the  Holy 
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Spirit  says  to  the  churches,’  in  a similar  way  as  this  was 
done  in  the  ‘messages’  of  the  Stockholm,  Lausanne  and 
Oxford  Conferences  and  in  the  ‘Affirmation  of  Unity’  of 
the  Edinburgh  Conference. 

Finally,  the  Council  will  have  to  be  an  instrument  of 
mutual  aid.  In  a time  in  which  one  church  after  another 
enters  into  deadly  conflict  with  the  powers  of  the  world,  the 
Council  will  have  to  offer  whatever  assistance  it  can  to  its 
member  churches  which  suffer,  which  are  persecuted,  or 
which  are  in  great  moral  or  material  need.  For  Christian 
fellowship  begins  by  bearing  each  other’s  burdens.” 

THE  COUNCIL  AT  WORK 

“Others  had  trials  of  cruel  mockings  and  scourgings, 
yea , moreover  of  bonds  and  imprisonment;  ...  of 
whom  the  ivorld  was  not  worthy.” 

Hebrews  11:36,58. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  those  who  “kept  the  faith”  in  the 
time  when  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  was  written.  That 
same  fate  began  to  overtake  Christians  within  a few  months 
after  the  work  of  organizing  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
was  started.  The  Provisional  Committee  had  been  charged 
with  bringing  the  Council  into  being  but  it  had  also  been 
requested  to  immediately  function  for  all  “Life  and  Work” 
activities.  So,  when  the  stark  tragedy  of  World  War  II 
engulfed  the  churches  of  Europe,  the  Committee,  under 
the  vigorous  leadership  of  the  late  Archbishop  William 
Temple,  did  not  hesitate.  The  decision  was  reached  to 
maintain,  at  all  costs,  the  ecumenical  relationships  which 
had  been  established  and  to  minister  in  every  way  possible 
wherever  a united  endeavor  could  accomplish  what  would 
otherwise  be  impossible.  The  term  “provisional”  can  be 
used  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  only  in  a very  strict 
sense.  It  is,  and  has  been  since  1939,  a vital  and  active 
reality,  as  will  be  evident  even  from  the  briefest  story  of 
the  intervening  years. 
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One  of  the  first  actions  of  the  Council  was  to  cooperate 
with  other  Christian  bodies  in  the  holding  of  the  great 
Conference  of  Christian  Youth  at  Amsterdam  which  was 
held  at  the  very  threshold  of  the  war.  Dr.  Visser  ’t  Hooft, 
General  Secretary  of  the  Provisional  Committee,  presided 
at  the  sessions  of  that  Conference  which  brought  together, 
for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Church,  a truly  repre- 
sentative world  gathering  of  Christian  young  people— 1,500 
of  them  from  every  nation.  They  undertook  to  explore  the 
meaning  of  that  fellowship  in  Christ  which  cannot  be 
broken  by  racial  differences,  political  disagreements,  or  by 
death.  No  one  can  tell  all  that  God  said  to  this  generation 
of  youth  at  Amsterdam.  But  He  did  speak  and  as  the  dele- 
gates came  away  they  knew,  and  time  will  prove  their 
knowledge  sound,  that  the  Conference  was  well  named 
Christus  Victor— Christ  is  Triumphant. 

The  Provisional  Committee  also  called  together  a group 
of  thirty-five  leaders  from  eleven  countries,  including  na- 
tions at  war  or  threatened  by  war,  who  met  informally  in 
Switzerland  for  five  days  in  the  middle  of  July,  1939— “to 
consider  what  action  is  open  to  churches  and  individual 
Christians  with  a view  to  checking  the  drift  towards  war 
and  to  leading  us  nearer  to  the  establisment  of  an  effective 
international  order.”  While  the  labors  of  this  distinguished 
group  of  experts  did  not  serve  to  avert  war,  the  fact  that 
the  conference  held  together,  in  spite  of  the  terrific  tensions 
that  already  were  manifested,  and  labored  through  to  an 
agreement  on  a Memorandum  to  the  churches  is  a tribute 
to  the  Christian  discipline  of  the  members  and  to  the  grow- 
ing reality  of  the  ecumenical  fellowship.  The  Memorandum 
itself  set  forth  guiding  principles  for  the  solution  of  inter- 
national problems  and  the  establishment  of  just  inter- 
national order  which  are  of  permanent  value  and  have 
influenced  subsequent  discussions  of  the  problems. 

Then  came  the  holocaust  of  war  and  the  World  Council, 
especially  the  international  office  at  Geneva,  was  plunged 
into  emergency  services  which  had  not  been  foreseen  but 
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which  were  undertaken  with  consecrated  imagination  and 
unremitting  toil.  “The  time  would  fail”  to  tell  at  length 
what  has  been  and  is  being  done;  of  the  labors  of  Visser  ’t 
Hooft  (Dutch),  Schoenfeld  (German),  Ehrenstrom  (Swed- 
ish), von  Weymarn  (Esthonian  refugee),  Freudenburg  (ex- 
iled German  diplomat)  and  others  of  the  staff  at  Geneva. 
Not  all  the  barriers  of  wTar  and  hate  availed  to  thwart  their 
indomitable  will  to  keep  Christians  in  close  fellowship  with 
each  other  through  the  storm,  in  ways  that  are  almost  un- 
believable. In  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  they  maintained 
and  strengthened  the  ecumenical  ties  that  had  been  estab- 
lished before  the  onset  of  war. 

Incredible  appear  the  missionary  journeys,  the  comings 
and  goings  of  these  modern  apostles  across  war  frontiers. 
They  took  a large  share  in  the  ministry  to  prisoners  of  war, 
interned  aliens,  and  refugees.  They  helped  to  coordinate 
the  work  of  other  ministering  bodies.  They  wrote  epistles, 
maintaining  an  international  press  and  information  service 
which  gathers  and  furnishes  reliable  religious  news  from 
and  to  the  corners  of  the  earth.  They  themselves  were  living 
epistles  to  the  Christian  communities  of  Europe  whose  peo- 
ple need  fellowship  and  friendship  as  never  before.  They 
have  undertaken  the  task  of  the  tremendous  post-war  serv- 
ice which  must  be  rendered  in  the  rehabilitation  of  Chris- 
tian institutions,  on  the  Continent,  when  all  the  churches 
which  can  help  must  aid  all  churches  which  need  help 
without  reference  to  their  differences  of  faith  and  order.  A 
distinguished  former  Moderator  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
Dr.  J.  Hutchison  Cockburn,  heads  the  new  Department  of 
Reconstruction  and  Interchurch  Aid. 

There  are  branch  offices  of  the  World  Council  in  Sweden, 
Great  Britain,  the  United  States  and  Canada.  At  Stockholm, 
the  birthplace  of  the  Life  and  Work  Movement,  the  “Sig- 
tuna  Institute”  has  carried  on  valuable  studies  on  the 
Church’s  task  in  reshaping  the  world  after  the  devastation 
of  war.  It  has  been  an  invaluable  center  for  contacts  because 
of  its  neutral  status  along  with  Switzerland. 
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The  rain  of  bombs  never  halted  the  work  of  the  World 
Council  in  Great  Britain.  Until  his  untimely  death  in  1944, 
Archbishop  Temple  directed  the  work  of  the  Provisional 
Committee  and  was  also  instrumental  in  the  formation  of 
a British  Council  of  Churches  upon  the  same  basis  as  that 
of  the  World  Council.  Canon  Hodgson,  Regius  Professor 
of  Divinity  at  Oxford  University,  guides  the  studies  of 
Faith  and  Order  and  maintains  correspondence  with  the 
churches  of  the  world. 

In  the  United  States  the  general  headquarters  for  the 
World  Council  are  located  in  New  York  City.  Here  are  the 
offices  of  the  members  of  the  Provisional  Committee  who 
reside  in  this  country  and  of  the  “American  Committee  for 
the  World  Council  of  Churches”  (see  page  36  for  member- 
ship and  personnel).  A new  “Commission  for  World  Council 
Service”  carries  on  the  work  of  the  former  “Central  Bureau 
for  Inter-Church  Aid”  and  the  responsibility  in  this  coun- 
try for  the  support  of  the  Department  of  Reconstruction 
and  Inter-Church  Aid  at  Geneva.  Here,  too,  are  the  edi- 
torial offices  of  the  ecumenical  quarterly  review,  Christen- 
dom. From  the  New  York  Headquarters  are  distributed  tens 
of  thousands  of  pamphlets,  leaflets  and  books  and  assistance 
is  given  in  forming  local  committees  and  in  planning  ecu- 
menical services  of  worship.  Contacts  are  maintained  with 
all  the  constituent  denominational  agencies,  with  state  and 
local  councils  of  churches,  and  with  other  ecumenical  or- 
ganizations. Delegates  are  sent  overseas  and  visits  arranged 
for  representatives  from  other  countries.  A staff  representa- 
tive goes  among  the  theological  seminaries  to  encourage 
active  interest  in  cooperation  and  unity  among  tomorrow’s 
ministers.  The  American  Committee  for  the  World  Council 
serves  as  the  “Department  on  Relations  With  Churches 
Abroad”  for  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches. 

The  work  of  “Faith  and  Order”  in  the  United  States  is 
directed  by  Dr.  Floyd  W.  Tomkins,  from  his  home  in  Wash- 
ington, Connecticut.  Although  the  war  interrupted  the  work 
of  the  Continuation  Committee  of  Faith  and  Order  on  a 
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world  scale,  the  American  Section  has  been  hard  at  work. 
Studies  on  “Intercommunion”  and  “The  Church”  have 
been  made,  and  published,  by  distinguished  theologians 
working  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Hugh  Thomson  Kerr 
of  Pittsburgh  and  Dr.  George  W.  Richards  of  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Canadian  Churches  have  their  World  Council  head- 
quarters in  Toronto  with  a Secretary,  Dr.  William  J.  Gal- 
lagher, giving  part  of  his  time  to  promoting  World  Council 
interests.  They  are  in  close  touch  with  the  American  Com- 
mittee and  share  also  in  the  support  of  the  work  at  Geneva. 
They  cooperate,  too,  in  the  united  ministry  to  the  prisoners 
of  war  interned  in  Canada. 

“ECUMENICAL” 

At  this  point,  before  discussing  the  part  which  the  local 
church  and  the  individual  has  in  this  movement,  it  will  be 
well  to  define  more  exactly  the  meaning  of  the  word  “ecu- 
menical” which  we  have  been  using.  It  still  falls  strangely 
on  most  American  ears  but  is  actually  a very  old  word  de- 
rived from  the  Greek  “oikos”  meaning  “house.”  In  the  ad- 
jective form,  “oikumene,”  was  applied  to  the  very  earliest 
councils  of  the  whole  Church  because  the  members  repre- 
sented the  “housed”  population  of  the  earth. 

In  its  modern  usage  the  word  “ecumenical”  signifies  the 
“whole  household  of  faith,  embracing  all  races,  all  nations, 
all  branches  of  the  Church  itself  throughout  all  the  world.” 
The  familiar  hymn  puts  it  thus— “all  people  that  on  earth 
do  dwell.”  The  “ecumenical  movement”  is  the  movement 
toward  Christian  unity  or,  as  Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft  has  so  aptly 
put  it,  “from  the  Church-as-men-have-conceived-it  toward 
the  Church-as-God-intended-it.”  In  its  meaning  of  universal 
ecumenical  is  nearly  synonymous  with  the  word  catholic 
with  which  we  are  more  familiar.  It  has  this  advantage,  how- 
ever, that  it  has  never  been  used  to  designate  a particular 
branch  of  the  Church. 
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There  are  many  and  varied  expressions  of  the  ecumenical 
spirit.  The  International  Missionary  Council,  The  World 
Sunday  School  Association,  the  World  Student  Christian 
Federation— all  are  parts  of  a great  on  going  movement 
which  is  supra-national,  supra-racial,  supra-denominational. 
This  brochure  has  dealt,  primarily,  with  that  part  of  the 
movement  most  directly  related  to  the  formation  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  To  make  clearer  the  relation- 
ship of  parts  of  the  movement  is  the  purpose  of  the  chart 
printed  on  the  following  two  pages.  To  make  clearer  the 
spirit  of  the  movement  the  “Declaration  of  an  Ecumenical 
Christian”  is  printed  on  page  22. 


[The  chart  — called  “The  Ecumenical  Tree”  — is  adapted 
from  one  which  originated  in  Great  Britain  and  was  printed 
in  the  first  edition  of  this  brochure.  The  re-drawing,  in 
simpler  form,  has  been  done  to  make  clearer  certain  rela- 
tionships which  are  described  in  this  text.  Of  necessity, 
many  important  movements,  conferences  and  dates,  which 
are  part  of  the  complete  story  of  the  ecumenical  movement, 
have  been  omitted.  No  chart  could  include  them  all  and 
be  intelligible!] 
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THE  DECLARATION  OF  AN  ECUMENICAL 
CHRISTIAN 


Adapted  from  the  words  of  the  late  Principal  Richard 
Davidson  of  Toronto,  who  was  a member  of  the  Provi- 
sional Committee  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 


At  baptism  I was  admitted  to  no  local  or  sectional 
order.  The  intention  was  to  make  me  a member  of  the 
Church  of  Christ.  As  a member  of  the  Church  Univer- 
sal, a representative  of  Christianity  in  all  lands  and 
ages,  / am  bound  in  loyalty  to  that  Great  Church,  far 
more  than  to  the  particular  denomination  or  local 
church  to  which  I belong.  1 am  an  organ  of  Christian 
unity;  a steward  of  the  whole  Church’s  spiritual  heri- 
tage, of  the  whole  Church’s  vision  of  truth  and  duty, 
of  the  whole  Church’s  ranges  of  devotion,  of  the  whole 
Church’s  resources  in  organization  for  fellowship  and 
the  cure  of  souls,  of  the  whole  Church’s  enduement  as 
a channel  for  the  grace  of  God.  I should  like,  if  it  be 
not  presumptuous,  to  appropriate  St.  Augustine’s  words: 
“I  take  a whole  Christ  for  my  Saviour;  I take  the  whole 
Bible  for  my  staff;  I take  the  whole  Church  for  my  fel- 
lowship.” 
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“WITHOUT  US  . . . NOT  PERFECT’’ 


These  all,  having  obtained  a good  report  through 
faith,  received  not  the  promise;  God  having  provided 
some  better  thing  for  us,  that  apart  from  us  they  should 
not  be  made  perfect.  Hebrews  11:39,  40. 

Men  and  women  of  vision  and  valor  have  drawn  the  plans 
and  laid  the  foundation  but  without  us,  the  rank  and  file  of 
Christians,  the  building  of  the  temple  of  unity  will  not  “be 
made  perfect.”  Without  us  Christ’s  prayer  that  they  all  may 
be  one  will  remain  unanswered.  To  change  the  figure:  let 
us  think  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  as  the  apex  of 
the  “ecumenical  pyramid.”  Then  the  base  is  in  local  churches 
and  communities.  It  is  as  neighbors  that  Christians  will 
finally  become  united  or  remain  separate.  It  is  locally,  and 
with  individual  Christians,  that  “ecumenicity”  will  either 
succeed  or  fail.  Just  what  does  this  mean? 

It  means  that  each  Christian  must  aspire  “to  have  the 
ecumenical  mind  in  me”— to  have  the  consciousness  of  be- 
longing to  a fellowship  which  binds  men  to  God  in  common 
dependence  and  which  overleaps  all  barriers  of  social  status, 
race  or  nationality. 

It  means  that  he  must  be  an  informed  Christian,  with  an 
understanding  of  the  elementary  principles  of  unity,  of  the 
reasons  for  the  church’s  present  divisions,  of  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  more  rapid  reunion,  of  the  different  forms 
which  the  movement  toward  unity  is  taking,  and  of  the 
responsibility  of  the  individual  member  for  the  welfare  of 
the  whole  Church. 

It  means  that,  in  discharging  this  responsibility,  each 
Christian  will  do  his  utmost  to  make  his  own  church  and 
denomination  ecumenical,  to  see  that  in  their  more  intimate 
fellowships  they  are  making  a truly  universal  contribution 
to  the  unity  of  the  whole.  Some  of  the  ways  in  which  this 
may  be  done  are: 
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1.  Through  systematic  “ecumenical”  education  in  the 
Church  School. 

2.  Through  “ecumenical  studies”  in  special  discussion 
groups  for  young  people  and  adults. 

3.  Through  visitations  to  other  churches  in  a sincere  ef- 
fort to  understand  the  points  of  view  of  other  Christians. 

4.  Through  full  participation  in  the  programs  of  councils 
and  federations  of  churches  (or  where  such  do  not  exist 
taking  the  intiative  in  establishing  them). 

5.  Through  acquiring  the  habit  of  making  a common 
ecumenical  approach  to  all  activities  of  the  community  in 
which  the  churches  as  organizations,  or  groups  from  the 
churches,  participate. 

6.  Through  the  celebration,  annually,  of  the  Day  of  Pen- 
tecost (Whitsunday)  as  “Christian  Unity  Sunday”.  (') 

7.  Through  contributions  from  church  budgets  to  coun- 
cils of  churches,  local,  state,  national  and  the  World  Coun- 
cil. e) 

8.  Through  establishing  local  units  of  “Friends  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches”  for  more  intimate  fellowship 
in  study,  prayer  and  support  of  Christian  unity.  (3) 

(1)  Write  to  the  Department  of  Evangelism,  Federal  Council  of 
Churches,  297  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York,  for  the  suggestive  folder, 
“Easter  to  Pentecost  Program.”  2c  per  copy. 

(2)  Many  churches  print  an  item  in  their  bulletins  which  keeps  ecu- 
menical relationships  before  their  memberships,  such  as:  "This 

Church  is  affiliated  with  the Council 

of  Churches,  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
America,  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

(3)  See  inside  back  cover. 
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AFFIRMATION  OF  UNITY 


The  Second  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order  held  in 

Edinburgh  in  August  1937  unanimously  approved  the  following 

statement,  nemine  contradicente: 

We  are  one  in  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  incar- 
nate Word  of  God.  We  are  one  in  allegiance  to  Him  as 
Head  of  the  Church,  and  as  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of 
lords.  We  are  one  in  acknowledging  that  this  allegiance 
takes  precedence  of  any  other  allegiance  that  may  make 
claims  upon  us. 

This  unity  does  not  consist  in  the  agreement  of  our  minds 
or  the  consent  of  our  wills.  It  is  founded  in  Jesus  Christ 
Himself,  Who  lived,  died  and  rose  again  to  bring  us  to  the 
Father,  and  Who  through  the  Holy  Spirit  dwells  in  His 
Church.  We  are  one  because  we  are  all  the  objects  of  the 
love  and  grace  of  God,  and  called  by  Him  to  witness  in  all 
the  world  to  His  glorious  gospel. 

Our  unity  is  of  heart  and  spirit.  We  are  divided  in  the 
outward  forms  of  our  life  in  Christ,  because  we  understand 
differently  His  will  for  His  Church.  We  believe  however 
that  a deeper  understanding  will  lead  us  towards  a united 
apprehension  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

We  humbly  acknowledge  that  our  divisions  are  contrary 
to  the  will  of  Christ,  and  we  pray  God  in  His  mercy  to 
shorten  the  days  of  our  separation  and  to  guide  us  by  His 
Spirit  into  fulness  of  unity. 

We  are  thankful  that  during  recent  years  we  have  been 
drawn  together;  prejudices  have  been  overcome,  misunder- 
standings removed,  and  real,  if  limited,  progress  has  been 
made  towards  our  goal  of  a common  mind. 

In  this  Conference  we  may  gratefully  claim  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  has  made  us  willing  to  learn  from  one  another, 
and  has  given  us  a fuller  vision  of  the  truth  and  enriched 
our  spiritual  experience. 
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We  have  lifted  up  our  hearts  together  in  prayer;  we  have 
sung  the  same  hyms;  together  we  have  read  the  same  Holy 
Scriptures.  We  recognize  in  one  another,  across  the  bar- 
riers of  our  separation,  a common  Christian  outlook  and  a 
common  standard  of  values.  We  are  therefore  assured  of  a 
unity  deeper  than  our  divisions. 

We  are  convinced  that  our  unity  of  spirit  and  aim  must 
be  embodied  in  a way  that  will  make  it  manifest  to  the 
world,  though  we  do  not  yet  clearly  see  what  outward  form 
it  should  take. 

We  believe  that  every  sincere  attempt  to  co-operate  in  the 
concerns  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  draws  the  several  commu- 
nions together  in  increased  mutual  understanding  and  good- 
will. We  call  upon  our  fellow-Christians  of  all  communions 
to  practice  such  co-operation;  to  consider  patiently  occa- 
sions of  disunion  that  they  may  be  overcome;  to  be  ready 
to  learn  from  those  who  differ  from  them;  to  seek  to  remove 
those  obstacles  to  the  furtherance  of  the  gospel  in  the  non- 
Christian  world  which  arise  from  our  divisions;  and  con- 
stantly to  pray  for  that  unity  which  we  believe  to  be  our 
Lord’s  will  for  His  Church. 

We  desire  also  to  declare  to  all  men  everywhere  our  as- 
surance that  Christ  is  the  one  hope  of  unity  for  the  world 
in  face  of  the  distractions  and  dissensions  of  this  present 
time.  We  know  that  our  witness  is  weakened  by  our  divi- 
sions. Yet  we  are  one  in  Christ  and  in  the  fellowship  of  His 
Spirit.  We  pray  that  everywhere,  in  a world  divided  and 
perplexed,  men  may  turn  to  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  Who 
makes  us  one  in  spite  of  our  divisions;  that  He  may  bind 
in  one  those  who  by  many  worldly  claims  are  set  of  vari- 
ance; and  that  the  world  may  at  last  find  peace  and  unity 
in  Him;  to  Whom  be  glory  for  ever. 
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CONSTITUTION 

for  a World  Council  of  Churches 

Unanimously  adopted  by  the  Provisional  Conference  in  Utrecht,  Holland, 
May  9-13,  1938.  Approved  by  the  Edinburgh  Continuation  Committee,  August 
30,  1938.  Already  ratified  by  eighty-seven  Churches  in  twenty-nine  countries. 

I.  Basis 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  is  a fellowship  of  churches  which 
accept  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and  Saviour.  It  is  constituted  for 
the  discharge  of  the  functions  set  out  below. 

II.  Membership 

All  churches  shall  be  eligible  for  membership  in  the  World  Council 
which  express  their  agreement  with  the  basis  upon  which  the  Council 
is  founded. 

After  the  Council  has  been  organized  the  application  of  Churches 
to  become  members  shall  be  considered  by  the  Assembly  or  its  Central 
Committee  as  it  may  be  advised  by  national  or  confessional  associations 
of  Churches. 

NOTE:  Linder  the  word  “Churches”  are  included  such  denominations  as  are 
composed  of  local  autonomous  Churches. 

III.  Functions 

The  functions  of  the  World  Council  shall  be:— 

(1)  To  carry  on  the  work  of  the  two  world  movements,  for  Faith  and 
Order  and  for  Life  and  Work. 

(2)  To  facilitate  common  action  by  the  Churches. 

(3)  To  promote  cooperation  in  study. 

(4)  To  promote  the  growth  of  ecumenical  consciousness  in  the  members 
of  all  Churches. 

(5)  To  establish  relations  with  denominational  federations  of  world- 
wide scope  and  with  other  ecumenical  movements. 

(6)  To  call  world  conferences  on  specific  subjects  as  occasion  may  re 
quire,  such  conferences  being  empowered  to  publish  their  own 
findings. 

IV.  Authority 

The  World  Council  shall  offer  counsel  and  provide  opportunity  of 
united  action  in  matters  of  common  interest. 

It  may  take  action  on  behalf  of  constituent  Churches  in  such  mat- 
ters as  one  or  more  of  them  may  commit  to  it. 

It  shall  have  authority  to  call  regional  and  world  conferences  on 
specific  subjects  as  occasion  may  require. 

The  World  Council  shall  not  legislate  for  the  Churches;  nor  shall 
it  act  for  them  in  any  manner  except  as  indicated  above  or  as  may  here- 
after be  specified  by  the  constituent  Churches. 

NOTE:  In  matters  of  common  interest  to  all  the  Churches  and  pertaining  to 
Faith  and  Order,  the  Council  shall  always  proceed  in  accordance  with 
the  basis  on  which  the  Lausanne  (1927)  and  Edinburgh  (1937)  Conferences 
were  called  and  conducted. 
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V.  Organization 

The  World  Council  shall  discharge  its  functions  through  the  follow- 
ing bodies:— 

(1)  An  Assembly  which  shall  be  the  principal  authority  in  the  Council, 
and  shall  ordinarily  meet  every  5 years.  The  Assembly  shall  be  com- 
posed of  official  representatives  of  the  Churches  or  groups  of  Churches 
adhering  to  it.  It  shall  consist  of  Churches  adhering  to  it  and  directly 
appointed  by  them.  It  shall  consist  of  not  more  than  450  members  who 
shall  be  apportioned  as  provided  hereafter.  They  shall  serve  for  5 years, 
their  term  of  service  beginning  in  the  year  before  the  Assembly  meets. 

The  membership  shall  be  allocated  provisionally  as  follows: 

85,  representing  the  Orthodox  Churches  throughout  the  world, 
allocated  in  such  manner  as  they  may  decide; 

110,  representing  the  Churches  of  the  Continent  of  Europe,  allo- 
cated in  such  manner  as  they  may  decide; 

60,  representing  the  Churches  of  Great  Britain  and  Eire,  allo- 
cated in  such  manner  as  they  may  decide: 

90,  representing  the  Churches  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  Canada,  allocated  in  such  manner  as  they  may  decide; 

50,  representing  the  Churches  of  Asia,  Africa,  Latin  America,  and 
the  Pacific  Islands,  to  be  appointed  by  them  as  they  may  decide; 

25,  representing  the  Churches  of  South  Africa,  Australasia,  and 
areas  not  otherwise  represented,  to  be  appointed  by  them,  such 
places  to  be  allocated  by  the  Central  Committee; 

and,  not  more  than  30  members  representing  minority  Churches, 
which  in  the  judgment  of  the  Central  Committee  are  not  granted 
adecjuate  representation  by  the  above  provisions  of  this  section, 
such  Churches  to  be  designated  by  the  world  confessional  organi- 
zations. 

The  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  appoint  officers  of  the  World 
Council  and  of  the  Assembly  at  its  discretion. 

The  members  of  the  Assembly  shall  be  both  clerical  and  lay  persons 
—men  and  women.  In  order  to  secure  that  approximately  one  third  of 
the  Assembly  shall  consist  of  lay  persons,  the  Central  Committee,  in 
consultation  with  the  different  areas  and  groups,  shall  suggest  plans  to 
achieve  this  end. 

(2)  A Central  Committee  which  shall  consist  of  not  more  than  90 
members  designated  by  the  Churches,  or  groups  of  Churches,  from 
among  persons  whom  these  Churches  have  elected  as  members  of  the 
Assembly.  They  shall  serve  from  the  beginning  of  the  Assembly  meet- 
ing until  the  next  Assembly,  unless  the  Assembly  otherwise  determine. 
Any  vacancy  occurring  in  the  membership  of  the  Central  Committee 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Church  or  group  of  Churches  concerned.  This  Com- 
mittee shall  be  a committee  of  the  Assembly.  The  Assembly  shall  have 
authority  to  modify  the  allocation  of  members  of  the  Central  Committee 
as  herein  provided,  both  as  to  the  manner  and  as  to  the  ratio  of  the 
allocation. 
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The  membership  shall  be  allocated  provisionally  as  follows: 

17,  of  whom  at  least  3 shall  be  lay  persons,  representing  the 
Orthodox  Churches  throughout  the  world,  allocated  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  may  decide; 

22,  of  whom  at  least  5 shall  be  lay  persons,  representing  the 
Churches  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  allocated  in  such  manner  as 
they  may  decide; 

12,  of  whom  at  least  4 shall  be  lay  persons,  representing  the 
Churches  of  Great  Britain  and  Eire,  allocated  in  such  manner  as 
they  may  decide; 

18,  of  whom  at  least  5 shall  be  lay  members,  representing 
Churches  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  Canada,  allocated 
in  such  manner  as  they  may  decide; 

10,  of  whom  at  least  2 shall  be  lay  persons,  representing  the 
Churches  of  Asia,  Africa,  Latin  America  and  the  Pacific  Islands,  to 
be  appointed  by  them  as  they  may  decide; 

5,  of  whom  at  least  2 shall  be  lay  persons,  representing  the 
Churches  of  South  Africa,  Australasia  and  areas  not  otherwise  rep- 
resented, to  be  appointed  by  them,  such  places  to  be  allocated  by 
the  Central  Committee. 

and,  not  more  than  6 members  representing  minority  Churches, 
which  in  the  judgment  of  the  Central  Committee  are  not  granted 
adequate  representation  by  tne  above  provisions  of  this  section, 
such  Churches  to  be  designated  by  the  world  confessional  organi- 
zations. 

The  Central  Committee  shall  have  the  following  powers: 

(a)  It  shall,  between  meetings  of  the  Assembly,  carry  out  the 
Assembly’s  instructions  and  exercise  its  functions,  except  that  of 
amending  the  Constitution,  or  modifying  the  allocation  of  its  own 
members. 

(b)  It  shall  be  the  finance  committee  of  the  Assembly,  formulat- 
ing its  budget  and  securing  its  financial  support. 

(c)  It  shall  name  and  elect  its  own  officers  from  among  its  mem- 
bers and  appoint  its  own  secretarial  staff. 

(d)  The  Central  Committee  shall  meet  normally  once  every  cal- 
endar year,  and  shall  have  power  to  appoint  its  own  Executive 
Committee. 

Quorum'.  No  business,  except  what  is  required  for  carrying  for- 
ward the  current  activities  of  the  Council,  shall  be  transacted  in 
either  the  Assembly  or  the  Central  Committee,  unless  one  half  of 
the  total  membership  is  present. 

VI.  Appointment  of  Commissions 

The  World  Council  shall  discharge  part  of  its  functions  by  the 
appointment  of  Commissions.  These  shall  be  established  under  the 
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authority  of  the  Assembly,  whether  they  be  actually  nominated  by  the 
Assembly  or  by  the  Central  Committee  acting  under  its  instructions. 
The  Commissions  shall,  between  meetings  of  the  Assembly,  report  an- 
nually to  the  Central  Committee  which  shall  exercise  general  super- 
vision over  them.  The  Commissions  may  add  to  their  membership  cleri- 
cal and  lay  persons  approved  for  the  purpose  by  the  Central  Committee. 

In  particular,  the  Assembly  shall  make  provision  by  means  of  ap- 
propriate Commissions  for  carrying  on  the  activities  of  “Faith  and 
Order”  and  of  “Life  and  Work.”  There  shall  be  a Faith  and  Order 
Commission  which  shall  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  Second 
World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order,  held  at  Edinburgh  in  1937  (see 
below). 

VII.  Other  Ecumenical  Christian  Organizations 

World  confessional  associations  and  such  Ecumenical  Organizations 
as  may  be  designated  by  the  Central  Committee  may  be  invited  to  send 
representatives  to  the  sessions  of  the  Assembly  and  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee in  a consultative  capacity,  in  such  numbers  as  the  Central  Com- 
mittee shall  determine. 

VIII.  Amendments 

The  Constitution  may  be  amended  by  a two-third  majority  vote  of 
the  Assembly,  provided  that  the  proposed  amendment  shall  have  been 
reviewed  by  the  Central  Committee,  and  notice  of  it  sent  to  the  con- 
stituent Churches  not  less  than  six  months  before  the  meeting  of  the 
Assembly.  The  Central  Committee  itself,  as  well  as  the  individual 
Churches  shall  have  the  right  to  propose  such  amendment. 

NOTE:  The  requirements  of  the  Second  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order, 
held  at  Edinburgh  in  1937,  referred  to  above,  are  the  following: 

(a)  That  the  World  Council’s  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  shall,  in 
the  first  instance,  be  the  Continuation  Committee  appointed  by  this  Confer- 
ence. 

(b)  In  any  further  appointments  made  by  the  Council  to  membership  of 
the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order,  the  persons  appointed  shall  always  be 
members  of  the  Churches  which  fall  within  the  terms  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
invitation  as  addressed  to  “all  Christian  bodies  throughout  the  world  which 
accept  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and  Saviour.” 

(c)  The  work  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  shall  be  carried  on 
under  the  general  care  of  a Theological  Secretariat  appointed  by  the  Commis- 
sion, in  consultation  with  the  Council  and  acting  in  close  cooperation  with 
other  secretariats  of  the  Council.  The  Council  shall  make  adequate  financial 
provision  for  the  work  of  the  Commission  after  consultation  with  the 
Commission. 

(d)  In  matters  of  common  interest  to  all  the  Churches  and  pertaining  to 
Faith  and  Order,  the  Council  shall  always  proceed  in  accordance  with  the 
basis  on  which  this  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order  was  called  and  is  being 
conducted. 

(e)  The  World  Council  shall  consist  of  official  representatives  of  the 
Churches  participating. 

(f)  Any  Council  formed  before  the  first  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly 
shall  be  called  Provisional,  and  the  Assembly,  representing  all  the  Churches, 
shall  have  complete  freedom  to  determine  the  constitution  of  the  Central 
Council. 
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LIST  OF  PUBLICATIONS 
IMPORTANT  NOTES 

All  items  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  should  be  ordered  directly 
from  the  publishers  or  through  book  stores.  All  other  items  may  be 
secured  from  the  American  Office  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
297  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.  Y. 

Checks  to  be  made  payable  to  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Discounts  for  quantity  orders.  (This  applies  only  to  items  available 
from  the  World  Council  office).  Where  no  other  scale  of  discounts  is 
noted,  the  following  apply:  10  to  99  copies,  15%;  100  to  999  copies,  20%; 
1,000  and  over,  25%.  All  prices  are  postpaid. 

Items  with  prefix  (Y)  are  intended  especially  for  Young  People. 

PERIODICALS 

International  Christian  Press  and  Information  Service.  Authoritative 
and  official  international  and  interdenominational  news  service  of 
what  is  happening  in  the  Church  around  the  world.  Issued  by  the 
Geneva  Office.  Weekly,  except  August.  $2.50  per  year. 
Christendom— An  Ecumenical  Review.  Published  quarterly.  Edited  by 
Dr.  Harlan  Paul  Douglass.  Editorial  Board  of  some  forty  distin- 
guished Christian  leaders  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Foreign 
Collaborators:  eminent  churchmen  from  all  the  leading  Christian 
nations  and  from  the  Younger  Churches.  A continuous  Round 
Table  on  Christian  Unity  in  all  its  aspects.  $3.00  per  year.  $1  per  copy. 
World  Council  Courier.  A terse  bulletin,  issued  quarterly,  which  sum- 
marizes the  principal  happenings  in  the  ecumenical  movement.  Sent 
to  all  supporters  of  the  World  Council.  Sample  copies  free. 

LEAFLETS,  PAMPHLETS  AND  BROCHURES 
( includes  all  material  selling  for  35c  and  less) 

Bibliography  of  Ecumenical  Movement.  A -working  bibliography,  clas- 
sified and  annotated,  comprehensive.  10c  per  copy. 

The  Story  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  (this  brochure).  By  Paul 
G.  Macy,  40  pages.  20c  per  copy. 

The  European  Churches.  By  W.  T.  Elmslie.  The  latest  and  best  gen- 
eral short  survey  of  the  churches  on  the  Continent  of  Europe. 
76  pages.  35c  per  copy. 

The  Struggle  of  the  Dutch  Church  (to  maintain  the  commandments  of 
God  in  the  life  of  the  state).  A description,  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Visser  't 
Hooft,  of  the  resistance  movement  in  Holland,  and  the  text  of  the 
important  church  pronouncements.  90  pages.  25c  per  copy. 

The  Church’s  Battle  for  Europe’s  Soul.  By  Dr.  A.  L.  Warnshuis,  Foreign 
Counsellor  for  the  Church  Committee  on  Overseas  Relief  and 
Reconstruction.  A report  on  his  visit  to  Europe  in  December  1944. 
36  pages.  25c  per  copy. 
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Under  the  Cross.  New  Insights  Gained  by  Churches  which  have  been 
“Under  the  Cross”  of  Persecution  and  Suffering.  A “message  and 
findings”  of  a group  which  met  near  Geneva.  16  pages.  10c  per  copy. 

European  Protestantism  Tomorrow.  Two  views  of  the  Church  Situation 
in  Europe,  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Visser  ’t  Hooft  and  Dr.  Henry  Smith 
Leiper,  8 pages.  5c.  $3.00  per  hundred. 

Reconstruction  and  Inter-Church  Aid  in  Europe.  Towards  a pattern  of 
united  action  for  the  constituent  churches  of  the  World  Council. 
Excerpts  from  three  papers  by  Dr.  Visser  ’t  Hooft.  44  pages.  15c. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  War  Emergency.  By  Henry 
Smith  Leiper.  12  pages.  5c. 

The  Churches  and  the  International  Crisis.  Findings  of  an  interna- 
tional conference  of  lay  experts  and  ecumenical  leaders  convened 
in  Geneva,  July,  1939.  20  pages.  5c. 

A Primer  for  Those  Preparing  Services  of  Ecumenical  Worship.  24  pages. 
20c. 

A Service  of  Ecumenical  Worship.  A service  for  use  of  large  or  small 
communities,  based  upon  four  years  of  experience.  Sample  copy 
free.  In  quantities,  10  for  25c,  50  for  $1,  100  for  $1.50,  500  for  $7, 
1000  for  $12  and  then  $10  for  each  additional  1000.  Shipping 
charges  prepaid. 

Common  Acts  of  Worship.  Selections  from  the  LTnited  Service  in  St. 
Paul’s  Cathedral  for  delegates  to  Oxford  and  Edinburgh  and  from 
the  services  at  Edinburgh.  5c. 

Ways  of  Worship.  Report  of  a Study  Group.  An  example  of  what  lay 
people  can  do,  written  as  a report  to  the  Council  of  Church  Women 
in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  5c. 

A Service  of  United  Worship  in  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Pre- 
pared by  the  Ecumenical  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Church 
Women  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  as  the  opening  service  of  a three  day 
institute.  5c. 

Report  on  Intercommunion.  The  American  Section  of  the  Commission 
on  Intercommunion  of  the  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order 
presents  its  report.  80  pages.  15c. 

( Y ) Can  YOU  say  Christus  Victor ? By  Edward  F.  Ouillette.  Study 
outline  based  on  report  of  Amsterdam  Conference  of  Youth. 
56  pages.  15c. 

(Y)  The  World  Conference  of  Christian  Youth.  Popular  story  of  the 
Conference  and  findings.  16  pages.  5c. 

Highlights  of  Oxford.  By  Henry  Smith  Leiper.  Brief  story  of  the  Con- 
ference and  its  most  important  actions.  16  pages.  5c. 

Oxford  Conference  — Text  of  Reports  and  Message.  88  pages.  25c. 

— The  Message.  4 pages.  3c.  $1  per  100. 
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The  Church  and  International  Reconstruction.  An  analysis  of  the 
agreements  and  disagreements  concerning  the  message  of  the 
Church  about  the  creation  of  a just  and  durable  peace.  (Edited 
at  Geneva)  24  pages.  15c. 


BOOKS 

*Faith  and  Order  Conference  at  Edinburgh,  1937.  Edited  by  Leonard 
Hodgson.  The  comprehensive  record  of  the  Conference.  Verbatim 
transcription  of  discussions  at  plenary  sessions  and  all  addresses. 
373  pages.  $2.50.  The  Macmillan  Company. 

*Life  and  Work  Conference  at  Oxford,  1937.  Official  report  edited  by 
J.  H.  Oldham.  $2.  Willet,  Clark  and  Colby. 

(Y)  Christus  Victor.  Official  report  of  the  World  Conference  of  Chris- 
tian Youth,  Amsterdam,  1939.  252  pages.  $1. 

( Y ) That  They  Go  Forward.  By  Eric  Fenn.  An  interpretation  of 
Oxford.  104  pages.  50c. 

Madras  Reports.  Write  to  International  Missionary  Council.  156  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York  10. 

Christ's  Way  and  the  World’s.  By  Henry  Smith  Leiper.  144  pages. 
Paper  cover  65c;  Cloth,  90c. 

* Christianity  and  Our  World.  By  John  C.  Bennett.  65  pages.  50c. 
Association  Press. 

*Christian  Europe  Today.  By  Adolph  Keller.  A general  survey  of  the 
conditions  obtaining  at  time  of  its  writing  in  1942  by  the  man 
who  knows  European  churches  thoroughly.  300  pages.  $3.  Harper 
and  Brothers. 

*What  IS  the  Church  Doing ? By  Henry  P.  Van  Dusen.  Concise  but 
full  picture  of  the  activity  of  the  Church  in  war  time.  194  pages. 
$1;  paper  cover  60c.  (Scribners  for  cloth  edition;  Friendship  Press 
for  paper.) 

*A  Christian  Imperative.  By  Roswell  P.  Barnes.  The  contributions  of 
missions  and  the  ecumenical  movement  to  world  order.  196  pages. 
$1;  cloth,  60c.  Friendship  Press. 

Steps  Toward  a World  Council.  By  Charles  S.  Macfarland.  A brief 
history  of  the  ecumenical  movement  down  to  date  of  writing  in 
1937.  124  pages.  50c. 

Christian  Unity  in  Practice  and  Prophesy.  By  Charles  S.  Macfarland. 
Explains  origins  and  relationships,  as  well  as  tendencies,  of  the 
present  ecumenical  movement  (down  to  writing  in  1933).  396  pages. 
$1.00. 

*Christian  Unity.  By  Gaius  Jackson  Slosser.  Sub-title,  “Its  History 
and  Challenge  in  All  Communions,  in  All  Lands.”  1929.  400 
pages.  E.  P.  Dutton  & Co.  $5. 
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International  Organization  of  the 

WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES 

(in  process  of  formation) 

PROVISIONAL  COMMITTEE 

Dr.  M.  E.  Aubrey,  England 
Dr.  George  F.  Barbour,  Scotland 

Prof.  S.  F.  H.  J.  Berkelbach  van  der  Sprenkel,  Netherlands 
Dr.  Marc  Boegner,  France,  Vice-Chairman  and  Chairman  of  Adminis- 
trative Committee 
Bishop  Ingve  Brilioth,  Sweden 
The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  England 
Archimandrite  Cassian,  Greece 
Dr.  Samuel  McCrea  Cavert,  United  States 
The  Bishop  of  Chichester,  England 
Dr.  J.  Hutchison  Cockburn,  Scotland 
Archbishop  Erling  Eidem,  Sweden 
Dr.  R.  Newton  Flew,  England 
Prof.  G.  Florovsky,  Yugoslavia 
Bishop  H.  B.  Fuglsang-Damgaard,  Denmark 

Archbishop  S.  Germanos,  England,  (Eastern  Orthodox)  Vice-Chairman 

Rev.  Charles  Guillon,  Switzerland 

Canon  Leonard  Hodgson,  England 

Dr.  Douglas  Horton,  United  States 

Dr.  Alphonse  Keochlin,  Switzerland 

Dr.  John  H.  MacCracken,  United  States 

Sir  Walter  Moberly,  England 

Dr.  John  R.  Mott,  United  States,  Vice-Chairman 

The  Bishop  of  Novi  Sad,  Yugoslavia 

Bishop  G.  Ashton  Oldham,  United  States 

Dr.  J.  H.  Oldham,  England 

The  Very  Rev.  George  C.  Pidgeon,  Canada 

Mr.  F.  -Marc  Sauter,  Switzerland 

Mr.  Charles  P.  Taft,  United  States 

Dr.  Henry  P.  Van  Dusen,  United  States 

Prof.  Bela  Vasady,  Hungary 

Dr.  A.  R.  Wentz,  United  States 
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SECRETARIAT 


Dr.  W.  A.  Visser  ’t  Hooft,  General  Secretary,  Geneva 
Rev.  Oliver  Tomkins,  Assistant  General  Secretary,  London 
Dr.  Henry  Smith  Leiper,  Associate  Secretary,  New  York 
Mr.  Oliver  Beguin,  Secretary,  Prisoners  of  War  and  Bible  Departments, 
Geneva, 

Dr.  J.  Hutchison  Cockbum,  Senior  Secretary,  Department  of  Recon- 
struction and  Inter-Church  Aid,  Geneva 
Rev.  Nils  Ehrenstrom,  Director,  Research  Department,  Geneva 
Dr.  Adolf  Freudenberg,  Secretary,  Refugees’  Department,  Geneva 
Dr.  Hans  Schoenfeld,  Director,  Research  Department,  Geneva 


Canon  Leonard  Hodgson,  Secretary  for  “Faith  and  Order,”  Oxford 
Dr.  Floyd  W.  Tomkins,  Associate  Secretary  for  Faith  and  Order, 
Washington,  Conn. 


HEADQUARTERS 

International— 41  Avenue  de  Champel,  Geneva,  Switzerland. 
Great  Britain— 21  Bloomsbury  Street,  London  W.  C.  1,  England. 
Sweden— Ecumenical  Institute,  Sigtuna,  Sweden. 

Canada— 3 Willcocks  Street,  Toronto  5,  Ontario,  Canada. 

United  States— 297  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.  Y. 
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American  Committee  for  the 

WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES 


Principals  Alternates 

NORTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


W.  W.  Adams 
Dana  M.  Albaugh 
Edwin  E.  Aubrey 
Kenneth  S.  I.atourette 


Earl  F.  Adams 
Margaret  T.  Applegarth 
E.  T.  Dahlberg 
Joseph  C.  Hazen 


SEVENTH  DAY  BAPTIST  CHURCHES 
Harold  R.  Crandall  Karl  G.  Stillman 


CONGREGATIONAL  CHRISTIAN  CHURCHES 
Russell  J.  Clinchy  John  C.  Bennett 

Theodore  A.  Greene  E.  C.  Boynton 

Amy  Welcher 


M.  R.  Zigler 


CHURCH  OF  THE  BRETHREN 
None 

UNITED  BRETHREN  IN  CHRIST 


G.  D.  Batdorf 

DISCIPLES 

George  Walker  Buckner,  Jr. 
Graham  Frank 
Robert  M.  Hopkins 
Roger  T.  Nooe 


D.  E.  Young 
OF  CHRIST 

Ira  W.  Langston 
Mrs.  H.  B.  McCormick 
Harley  Patterson 
C.  M.  Yocum 


PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 


Wallace  Gardner 
Mrs.  Henry  Hill  Pierce 
Mrs.  Edwin  Allen  Stebbins 
Henry  St.  George  Tucker 


Jackson  A.  Dykman 
Cuthbert  A.  Simpson 
W.  Bertrand  Stevens 
Samuel  Thorne 


John  S.  Stamm 


Harry  Wright 


EVANGELICAL  CHURCH 

A.  F.  Weaver 

FRIENDS  FIVE  YEARS  MEETING 

Homer  L.  Morris 

FRIENDS  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 


Bliss  Forbush 


George  A.  Walton 


FRIENDS  PHILADELPHIA  YEARLY  MEETING 
Howard  H.  Brinton  Carroll  T.  Brown 
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Principals  Alternates 

EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  AUGUSTANA  SYNOD 
P.  O.  Bersell  Clifford  A.  Nelson 


♦UNITED  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
E.  E.  Flack 
Franklin  Clark  Fry 
W.  H.  Greever 
C.  E.  Krumbholz 
O.  Frederick  Nolde 
John  Schmieder 

♦Through  appointment  to  Faith  and  Order.  Allocation  as  Principals 
and  Alternates  not  yet  made. 


METHODIST  CHURCH 


James  C.  Baker 
Ralph  E.  Diffendorfer 
Ivan  Lee  Holt 
Sallie  Lou  MacKinnon 


Hally  P.  Johns 
G Bromley  Oxnam 
William  P.  Tolley 
A.  W.  Wasson 


AFRICAN  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
S.  L.  Greene  A.  J.  Allen 

D.  Ward  Nichols 

POLISH  NATIONAL  CATHOLIC  CHURCH 
John  Z.  Jasinski  None 

ROMANIAN  ORTHODOX  EPISCOPATE 


Vasile  Hategan  None 

SYRIAN  ANTIOCHIAN  ORTHODOX  CHURCH 


Anthony  Bashir 

PRESBYTERIAN 
John  Foster  Dulles 
Ralph  W.  Lloyd 
John  A.  Mackay 
William  B.  Pugh 


None 

CHURCH,  U.S.A. 

George  Emerson  Barnes 
Roswell  P.  Barnes 
Harry  Cotton 
Henry  P.  Van  Dusen 


PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  U.S. 
John  R.  Cunningham  None 

Homer  McMillan 


UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
J.  Kenneth  Miller  James  R.  Lee 

EVANGELICAL  AND  REFORMED  CHURCH 
L.  W.  Goebel  John  N.  LeVan 

George  W.  Richards  H.  R.  Niebuhr 
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Principals  Alternates 

REFORMED  CHURCH  IN  AMERICA 
Thomas  Pace  Haig  A.  L.  Warnshuis 

CHURCH  OF  THE  NEW  JERUSALEM  (SWEDENBORGIAN) 
William  F.  Wunsch  F.  Gardiner  Perry 

EX  OFFICIO  MEMBERS 

(Members  of  the  World  Council  Provisional  Committee) 
Samuel  McCrea  Cavert  (Presbyterian,  U.S.A.) 

Douglas  Horton  (Congregational) 

John  H.  MacCracken  (Presbyterian  U.S.A.) 

John  R.  Mott  (Methodist) 

G.  Ashton  Oldham  (Episcopal) 

Charles  P.  Taft  (Episcopal) 

A.  R.  Wentz  (United  Lutheran) 

OFFICERS  AND  STAFF 

Chairman  Douglas  Horton 

Vice-Chairman  Ivan  Lee  Holt 

Executive  Secretary  Henry  Smith  Leiper 

Treasurer IV'.  Rodman  Parvin 

Assistant  Secretary  and  Treasurer  Eleanor  Kent  Browne 

Chairman,  Joint  Committee  on  Ecumenical  Education— 

Margareth  T.  Applegarth 

Director,  Commission  for  World  Council  Service Robbins  W.  Barstow 

Secretary  for  Theological  Seminaries  Robert  S.  Bilheimer 

Editor,  CHRISTENDOM  H.  Paul  Douglass 

Secretary  for  Education  and  Promotion  Paul  G.  Macy 

Secretary  for  Faith  and  Order Floyd  W.  Tomkins 

CONSULTANTS 

J.  W.  Decker (International  Missionary  Council) 

R.  H.  Edwin  Espy  (Student  Div.,  Y.M.C.A.  Interseminary  Movement) 

W.  J.  Gallagher (Canadian  Council  of  Churches) 

Forrest  L.  Knapp (World’s  Sunday  School  Association) 

Eric  M.  North (American  Bible  Society) 

Tracy  Strong  (World's  Alliance  of  Y.M.C.A.’s) 

Walter  W.  Van  Kirk— 

(Federal  Council's  Commission  on  a Just  and  Durable  Peace) 

Carl  Erik  Wenngren (Chaplaincy  Commission  for  Prisoners  of  War) 

Ruth  Woodsmall 3 (World’s  Y.W.C.A.) 


Headquarters:  297  Fourth  Ave.,  New  York  10,  N.  Y. 
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WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES 

(In  Process  of  Formation) 

87  Churches  in  29  Countries  Which  Have  Accepted  the  Invitation 


AUSTRALIA 

Church  of  England  in  Australia 
Congregational  Union  of  Australia 
and  New  Zealand 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Australia 
Federal  Conference  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  Australia 
BELGIUM 

Eglise  Chr£tienne  Missionnaire 
Beige 
BRAZIL 

Methodist  Church  of  Brazil 
CANADA 

Church  of  England  in  Canada 
Friends— Canada  Yearly  Meeting 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada 
United  Church  of  Canada 
CHINA 

Church  of  Christ  in  China 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Evangelical  Church  of  Bohemian 
Brethren 

(Ceskobratrska  Cirkev 
Evangelicka) 

DENMARK 

The  Church  of  Denmark 
ENGLAND 

Baptist  Union  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland 

Churches  of  Christ  in  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland  (Disciples) 
Church  of  England 
Congregational  Union  of  England 
and  Wales 
Methodist  Church 
Presbyterian  Church  of  England 
ESTHONIA 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
Esthonia 

(Esti  Evangeeliumi  Luteriusu 
Kiriku) 

Orthodox  Church  in  Esthonia 


FINLAND 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
Finland 

(Suomen  Evankelis-Luterilainen 
Kirkko) 

FRANCE 

Eglise  Reform 6e  de  France 
Eglise  Reformee  d’Alsace  et  de 
Lorraine 
HOLLAND 

Algemeene  Doopsgezinde  Societeit 
Evangelisch-Luthersche  Kerk 
Nederlandsche  Hervormde  Kerk 
Old  Catholic  Church  of  Holland 
Remonstrantsche  Broederschap 
HUNGARY 

Lutheran  Church  of  Hungary 
Reformed  Church  of  Hungary 
INDIA 

Church  of  India,  Burma  and 
Ceylon 

Federation  of  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Churches  in  India 
Mar  Thoma  Syrian  Church  of 
Malabar 

South  India  United  Church 
IRELAND 

Church  of  Ireland  (Episcopal) 
Methodist  Church  in  Ireland 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Ireland 
LATVIA 

Orthodox  Church  in  Latvia 
LITHUANIA 

Reformed  Church  of  Lithuania 
(Lietuvos  Ev.-Reformatu 
Baznycia) 

MEXICO 

Methodist  Church  of  Mexico 
NETHERLANDS  EAST  INDIES 
Protestant  Church  of  the  Nether- 
lands East  Indies 
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NEW  ZEALAND 
Anglican  Church  of  the  Province 
of  New  Zealand 
Baptist  Union  of  New  Zealand 
Presbyterian  Church  of  New 
Zealand 

PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS 
United  Evangelical  Church  of  the 
Philippines 

POLAND 

Evangelical  Church  of  the  Augs- 
burgian  Confession  (Evangelisch- 
Augsburgische  Kirche  in  Polen) 
Polish  National  Catholic  Church 
Uni  ted  Evangelical  Church  (Un  ier  te 
Evangelische  Kirche) 

SCOTLAND 
Church  of  Scotland 
Congregational  Union  in  Scotland 
Episcopal  Church  in  Scotland 

SOUTH  AFRICA 
Congregational  Union  of  South 
Africa 

The  Methodist  Church 

SWEDEN 
Church  of  Sweden 
(Svenska  Kirka) 

SWITZERLAND 
Old  Catholic  Church  of 
Switzerland 

Swiss  Protestant  Church  Federation 

UNITED  STATES 
National  Baptist  Convention 
Northern  Baptist  Convention 
Seventh  Day  Baptist  Churches 
Church  of  the  Brethren 
United  Brethren  in  Christ 

The  Salv; 


Church  of  the  East  and  the 
Assyrians 

Church  of  the  New  Jerusalem 
(Swedenborgian) 

Congregational  Christian  Churches 
International  Convention  of  Disci- 
ples of  Christ 

Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
Evangelical  Church 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church 
The  Religious  Society  of  Friends: 

a.  Five  Years  Meeting 

b.  General  Conference 

c.  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Augustana 

Synod  of  North  America 
United  Lutheran  Church  in 
America 

Methodist  Church 
African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church 

Moravian  Church  (Northern 
Province) 

Polish  National  Catholic  Church  of 
America 

Roumanian  Orthodox  Episcopate 
in  America 

Syrian  Antiochian  Orthodox 
Church.  Archdiocese  of  New 
York  and  all  North  America. 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States 

United  Presbyterian  Church  of 
North  America 

Reformed  Church  in  America 
WEST  INDIES 

Anglican  Church  of  the  West  Indies 
YUGOSLAVIA 

Old  Catholic  Church  of  Yugoslavia 
ion  Army 
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“FRIENDS  OF  THE  WORLD  COUNCIL 
OF  CHURCHES” 

This  is  an  organization,  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
New  York  State,  which  was  established  by  the  American 
Committee  to  promote  and  support  the  work  of  the  World 
Council  in  this  country.  In  its  membership  are  enrolled 
local  churches  and  individuals  who  contribute.  Since  mem- 
bership in  the  Council  itself  is  by  “denominations”  this 
organization  provides  the  only  way  in  which  individuals 
and  churches  in  America  can  have  a vital  membership  con- 
nection. A quarterly  bulletin.  The  World  Council  Courier 
is  sent  to  all  members  to  acquaint  them  with  what  is  hap- 
pening in  the  ecumenical  movement  throughout  the  world. 

All  readers  of  this  brochure  are  cordially  invited  to  join 
the  privileged  group  who  share  in  carrying  on  the  ministry 
of  a uniting  Christendom.  They  are  asked  to  ascertain  if 
the  local  church  to  which  they  belong  is  enrolled.  All  gifts, 
both  large  and  small,  are  gratefully  received  and  carefully 
administered.  Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  sent  to  the  American  Office  at 
297  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.  Y.,  or  to  the  Treasurer, 
W.  Rodman  Parvin,  who  is  a Vice-President  of  the  Guar- 
anty Trust  Company,  524  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

I give  (devise)  and  bequeath  to  FRIENDS  OF  THE 
WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES,  Incorporated 
January  26,  1943,  under  the  Laws  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

the  sum  of Dollars  for  its  corporate 

purposes. 

( More  detailed  information  will  gladly  be  furnished  to 
interested  friends , to  attorneys  and  to  trust  officers.) 


